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Recommendation

The staff recommends that the council approve the Master of Science in Physician Assistant Studies
proposed by the University of Kentucky. The program would be registered in CIP 51.0807 (Physician
Assistant).

Background

Because of the changing nature of medical practice and their roles and duties, physician assistants need
increased knowledge of geriatrics, clinical medicine, health-care administration, evidence-based
medicine, pharmacology, and applied research. The U.S. Department of Labor predicts that graduate-
level education will become standard for practicing physician’s assistants. The University of Kentucky
wants to replace its Bachelor of Health Science Physician Assistant program with a Master of Science.
The replacement of the bachelor’s program with the master’s program would allow graduates to
respond better to the demands of the profession and be more competitive in the job market.

To graduate more rurally trained physician assistants – in response to a legislative mandate in 1995 – the
University of Kentucky offers an extension of the bachelor’s program at Morehead State University. If
UK’s proposed master’s program is approved, the extension program at Morehead would also be
made master’s level.

Using the Kentucky Postsecondary Program Proposal System (KPPPS), the University of Kentucky
posted the proposed program to the council’s Web site. It was reviewed without objection by the other
public and independent institutions in Kentucky.
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